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ELIZABETH COUPER-KUHLEN and CECILIA E. FORD (eds) Sound Patterns in 
Interaction: Cross-linguistic Studies from Conversation. Amsterdam/Philadelphia: 
John Benjamins, 2004. CDVI + 406 pp.

This volume comprises 12 original papers in a burgeoning field of  social science 
research: the intersection of  phonetics and Conversation Analysis. Each chapter 
addresses the interrelation of  social interaction and sound patterns in natural 
data, exploring both the phonetic elements of  interaction (including the prosodic 
and the suprasegmental) and the social semiotics of  speech sounds. Finnish, 
Japanese, and two varieties each of  German and English are investigated, as well 
as children’s talk and the speech of  adults with Wernicke’s aphasia. As a whole, 
the collection provides a multi-faceted and persuasive challenge to traditional 
intellectual boundaries, whereby Conversation Analysis is considered the 
preserve of  sociologists and phonetics of  linguists. This volume points toward a 
natural and potentially fruitful alliance among scholars whose data and goals 
are often similar.

The book is divided into three sections. The first concerns phonetic strategies in 
the negotiation of  turn-taking. Richard Ogden examines non-modal voice quality 
in Finnish turn-endings, drawing on a corpus of  calls made to a radio phone-in 
program. He demonstrates that non-modal phonation (particularly creak) is 
present in a significant majority of  cases and constitutes an important means of  
marking transition relevance places (TRPs). In those cases (approximately 30%) 
where TRPs are not characterized by non-modal voice quality, the transition 
often occurs in a context where a turn-change is clearly projected: e.g. after a 
pause or a first pair-part. In her chapter on potentially problematic turn-changes 
in Japanese, Hiroko Tanaka shows that in the absence of  overt grammatical 
marking, TRPs may be signaled and discerned by means of  prosodic elements 
including nonstandard pitch movement, lengthening, tempo and amplitude. 
An interesting comparison is provided by Beatrice Szczepek Reed’s study of  
turn-final intonation in English. She argues convincingly that, while pitch move-
ment on and after the final accent of  an intonation phrase may cue a turn-
change, intonation is just one of  a cluster of  prosodic elements involved in 
marking turn completion. Further, turn-final pitch changes (including the 
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intriguing ‘musical interval’ pattern) perform interactional functions beyond 
the mere signaling of  turn completion: a promising direction, Reed suggests, for 
future research. Bill Wells and Juliette Corrin examine the prosody used by an 
English boy between the ages of  19 and 21 months as he begins to learn turn-
taking skills. Their engaging analysis whets the appetite for a more detailed 
study, including data on more children and consideration of  the linguistic com-
petence acquired through interaction outside the mother–child dyad.

The book’s second section examines ways in which turns-at-talk can be 
continued beyond the point of  potential completion. Gareth Walker’s analysis of  
English-language increments (turn extensions) shows pitch, loudness, rate and 
non-modal voice quality as markers associating increments with their preceding 
segments. Peter Auer and Barbara Rönfeldt identify verbosity among Wernicke 
aphasics as a means of  coping with the impairment. Where turn-taking (or per-
haps more appropriately turn-giving) skills appear to be diminished through 
organic damage, they may in fact be abandoned by the sufferer in hopes of  
resolving or concealing difficulties with word-finding. Margret Selting examines 
two rising intonation contours in Berlin German, demonstrating that each occurs 
in a different sequential context and accomplishes different interactional aims. 
Her detailed analysis reveals one contour, the ‘upward staircase with fast rising 
nucleus’, as a means by which the speaker may project more talk to come. In the 
final chapter of  this section, Cecilia E. Ford, Barbara A. Fox and John Hellermann 
discuss phonetic elements of  no in response to American English polar questions, 
examining the word’s potential as a resource for turn-projection.

The third section of  the book considers actions and sound patterns as they 
extend over multiple turns-at-talk. Traci S. Curl’s study of  repetitions in other-
initiated repair sequences distinguishes between ‘fitted’ and ‘disjunct’ trouble 
sources. The former elicit repetitions with a relatively large degree of  prosodic and 
articulatory alteration, while the latter elicit repairs more phonetically similar to 
the original error. Richard Ogden, Auli Hakulinen and Liisa Tainio analyze the 
phonetic and interactional properties of  a three-tone Finnish intonation contour 
indexical of  common knowledge, an obvious conclusion, or information that is 
otherwise non-newsworthy. Elizabeth Couper-Kuhlen demonstrates how pro-
sodic elements – shifts in pitch, volume and/or timing – may cue changes of  topic 
in English conversation. Turn-initial high pitch peaks, she argues, are particularly 
salient indicators of  a new beginning to come. Finally, John Local analyzes the 
features of  and-uh(m) where it signals a link back to a previous turn by the same 
speaker. Its phonetic and prosodic characteristics are clearly distinguishable from 
those of  turn-initial and, whose interactional function is also distinct.

Ford and Couper-Kuhlen’s introductory chapter is an excellent orientation 
for any reader whose own expertise does not encompass both phonetics and 
Conversation Analysis. The authors provide concise yet comprehensive surveys of  
both fields, explaining their potential relevance to one another. The volume as a 
whole should appeal to interdisciplinary scholars in other fields as well, including 
sociology, communications, language education and linguistic anthropology.
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One area of  concern is the mixing (by some analysts) of  language varieties 
within data samples. Margret Selting’s attention to regional varieties of  German 
shows an ideal sensibility for work of  this kind, but other contributors are not 
always as careful. In some chapters American and British English are analyzed 
without apparent distinction (though Beatrice Szczepek Reed does note an in-
tonational difference between the two). Further, it is unclear how far researchers 
distinguish among different varieties of  British or American English. It may be 
that they do attend to these differences, but have chosen not to discuss them in 
detail. In that case, their arguments would be strengthened by the inclusion of  
this information.

Sound Patterns in Interaction constitutes a significant step toward expanding 
the scope of  Conversation Analysis to include languages other than English. 
Aspects of  sequencing which are language- or variety-specific are highlighted 
throughout the volume, pointing the way toward a cross-linguistic ‘phonology 
of  conversation’. Concomitantly, readers are encouraged to view linguistics and 
Conversation Analysis as aspects of  a single interdisciplinary field whose aim 
is to illuminate the natural symbiosis between speech sounds and the social 
interactions in which they are used.

Elizabeth Shipley
Department of  Linguistics, University of  California at Santa Barbara, USA

GILLES DELEUZE, Two Regimes of  Madness. New York: Semiotext(e), 2006. 415 pp.

Gilles Deleuze was one of  the most prominent French intellectuals of  the second 
half  of  the 20th century. An acerbic commentator on the political issues of  the 
day and a keen critic of  the metanarratives of  psychoanalytic theory and of  
capitalist discourse, Deleuze was first and foremost a philosopher, a ‘creator 
of  concepts’. Though widely acknowledged as an innovative thinker who made 
startling interpretations, this collection demonstrates his interest in and affin-
ities with a wide range of  philosophers: Hume, Spinoza, Nietzsche, Bergson, and, 
most particularly, Michel Foucault. The full range of  his intellectual interests is 
clearly evident in this anthology, which covers the last 20 years of  his life. Two 
Regimes of  Madness argues that the most worrying forms of  insanity are not to 
be found in mental hospitals but are well established in institutionalized forms 
of  group delirium: paranoid and passional regimes of  madness. The process of  
schizophrenia by which the subject realizes that there is no subject and all sense 
of  continuity of  personality is lost becomes a paradigm for postmodern sub-
jectivity. ‘Schizoanalysis’ was elaborated in Deleuze’s most famous work Anti-
Oedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia, which he wrote with the highly subversive 
psychoanalyst Felix Guattari. The preface for the book was provided by Foucault 
whose work shared an interest in critical exploration of  the nature of  power and 
subjectivities in contemporary societies. Anti-Oedipus, and Deleuze’s other 24 
published books, display an erudite and complex style that is often inaccessible to 
many. However, this collection provides a range of  more readable texts: interviews 
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